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“THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM, FESR NOT, FOR, BEHOLD, IT BRING YOU GOOP TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALI, BE TO ALL PEOPLE.’ 
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CONVERSION OF STEPH. POPOHE. 


> 





Stephen Popohe, @ native of Otaheite, one 
of the Society Islands, spent the Sabbath, 
November 17th, 1822, in West Haven. He 
attended, on the Saturday evening preceding 
the church prayer meeting in that place, 
where he made an address and prayer.» He 
als> attended a conference on Sunday eve- 
ning, addressed those present, and prayed 
with them. He sailed with the Mission 
Family for Owhyhee, ‘in the ship Thames, 
Capt. Clasby. 

Popohe had a written account of his chris- 
tian experience. A christian friend in West 
Haven, transcribed it, and has furnished us 
with a copy for publication. We print it 
without any alteration or correction, We 
know not whether Popohe had assistance in 
drawing it up. We consider it an interesting 
document. Those accustomed to reflect up- 
on the dealings of God with men, will view 
with thankfulness, the wisdom and mercy of 
his dispensations to this once unhappy island- 
er. Nothing, it would seem, can be more 
manifest than the intervention of the Divine 
Goodness in the case before us, and this be- 
nighted youth, who forsook his country, and 
was unwilling to remain in any other land 
where the Gospel was proclaimed, had at 
length a new song put into his mouth, even 
praise to the living God. 

The native opposition of the human heart 
to God is also here exhibited. Stephen Po, 
pohe, when he left Otaheite, was probably 
sensible of the folly and sin of the heathen 
worship, and in a good degree convinced of 
the truth of the christian religion. 
**] was taught some about God, so that I 
knew a little of him, but I did not like him.’ 
Hud not his conscience been in some meas- 
ure awakened, and been also continually 
roused by the faithful exhortations of the 
missionaries, he would probably have re- 
mained at Otaheite. It was his conviction of 
sin,which made him unhappy; and his strong 
attachment to it, which rendered the society 
of christians unpleasant, and a residence a- 
Thus he loved dark- 
ness rather than light, and added one more 


He says, 


mong them intolerable. 


to the already numerous examples of those- 


who will not come to the light, lest their 
deeds should be reproved. The feelings of 
his heart, and his conduct resulting from 
those feelings, are similar to what we have 
observed of persons in our own land. A re- 
vival of religion is not unfrequently a season 
of distress to sinners, who at the same time 
are firmly resolved to continue in the indul- 
gence of sin. 

The facts recorded in the narrative con- 
cerning the residence and labors of mission- 
aries in remote parts of the earth, and in 
p'aces distant from each other, are worthy 
ofnotice. But for missionaries, he might 
have remained at Otaheite ; but for mission- 
sionaries, he might have remained in New- 
Zculaid ; but for missionaries, he might have 
remained in Port Jackson; but for missiona- 
ties he might have remained in Bengal; but 
for the dread of them, he might have visited 
England; and in New-York, he found him- 
self surrounded ‘ by the friends of God, or 


missionaries,’ whose presence he had long 
labored to shun. 


From these facts, the friends of missions» 
Miay see that they have not laboured in vain‘ 
—that there is a spirit of christian love, and 
vigilance, abroad in the earth, which will 
justify their fond anticipations, and which 
should at the same time encourage them to 
renewed efforts, in the great cause of benev- 
dience. We know that the wrath of God is 
revealed from Heaven against all ungodli- 
ness and unrighteousness of men, and that 
there is no darkness or shadow of death 
where the workers of iniquity may hide them- 
selves. Let christians, then, exert them- 
selves for the disco. ery and instruction, aad 
salvation, of those who unless visited by the 
mercy, will be pursued by the justice of God. 
Let there, throughout the wide earth, be no 


go, and live and die without reproof and com- 
punction. 

We will detain the reader from the narra- 
tive, only to observe, that, as we are inform- 
ed, the young man who is the subject of it 
addresses the audience to their edification, 
and conducts, in a devout and intelligent 
manner, the exercises of prayer.—N ZT. Rel. 


Intel. 
NARRATIVE. 


In my own country, | was taught hy 
the missionaries some about God, so 
that I knew a little of him, but I did 
not like him; neither did I like the 
missionaries, who preached him, and 
in order to get away from them, sought 
for an opportunity, by a ship, to go to 
some other country, where I expected 
I should not see or hear of them. I 
went to New Zealand, but the mission- 
aries were there. I then went to Port 
Jackson: there they talked to me, and 
wished me to go back to my own coun 
try ; but I did not want to go. sol refus- 
ed. From this place, I went to Bengal, 
but there I found the missionaries also, 
who requested me and my friend Pa 
payow, (who left my country the same 
time I did) to go to England, in order 
to learn to read. My triend and I talk- 
ed to each other about it, and conclud 
ed that we would not go; so we left 
the vessel and wenton board another 
vessel: this brought us to New-York 

Here we found ourselves surrounded 
by the friends of God, or missionaries, 
whose presence we had so long labor- 
ed toshun. After endeavouring for 
some time to remove from New York, 
finding it in vain, we gave ourselves up 
to the direction of the tissionaries.— 
Being to Cornwall, and finding so many 
good friends, and seeing the Owhy- 
heans, and hearing them speak about 
Ged, | begaa to think he was a Ged so 
great, that no man could get away from 
him, or out of his sight. I thought 
truly the Lord was every where,—like 
the wind he could not be seen, but he 
knew all things. This was the first 
that I thought seriously «bout God, and 
my own soul. I was then taken sick, 
and thought I must die. I began to see 
how wicked I was, and what a bad 
heart I had, thus to try to get away from 
God. My heart was full of wickedness ; 
I thought that God was angry with me, 
and would send me away into hell, 
where that great fire burned with brim- 
stone, and would burn forever. While 
I was on my sick-bed, I was willing to 
believe that God made the world and 
every thing ;—that he made me and 
gave mea soul that would never die ; 
I then began to think a great deal about 
heaven, where they told me. that all 
good people went, who prayed to God ; 
who loved him and had given away 
their hearts to him, like Obookiah, 
whose body they said, was laid in the 
grave, but his soul was in heaven with 
Jesus Christ. I saw that my heart was 
very wicked ; that I had never done any 
good thing for God ; —never prayed to 
him, nor given him my heart. I knew 
that | did not love him, nor his charac- 
ter, for I tried to go where I could not 
hear ofhim. When! thought on my 
condition, | was filled with fear ; I wish- 
ed then very much to know what I 
should do for God, that he would keep 





place where those who hate the light, can 
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to pray, but knew not how. In this 

way my mind continued; it seemed 

like the rolling ship upon the waves of 
the might, ecean. I could not rest for 

many days; till(after | had got better, 

30 thot | needed nobody to stay with me,) 
one day when they had all gone to 

meeting, | was looking out to see the 

works of God, and wondering that I had 

never thought of them before; when 

the sufferinzs of Jesus Christ came to 

my mind, (which I had been told was 
to save sinners or wicked people, who 
would hate their sins and believe.) 

which gave me alittle hope ; and think- 
ing about the greatness of God, his mer- 
cy and goodness, and his bringing me 
here to America, where I found so 
many good friends together with my 
countrymen to teach me that | must 
iove and serve God or else go to heil, 
almost broke my heart. 

I wishe.! to love God, but could not,for 
| had such a bad heart and was so wick 

ed, 1 then tried to pray, but could say 
acthing for some time. I then said,come 
Jesus Christ and take my heart, come 
and talce away my heart of stone and 
give mea heart of flesh. After that, 1 
ried to pray more every day, dut I had 
a great many fears. In the summer, 
one Sabbath, when Mr. Stone was 
p eaching about Jesus Christ. thought 
God gave me anew heart, and that | 
felt love towards him ; I did not feel so 
long, but at umes I feli as if | loved to 
pray. At other times I prayed because 
| was afraid of heil, for more than a 
year ;—till just after our examination, 
(1819) when darkness came upon my 
mind, and gave me great trouble, so 
that I could not bear to sleep with any 
of the scholars, or even in the house. — 
Being alone one night, | found much 
love to God and to all my friends here 
in Corawall, and in every other place, 
as I had never had before—praying and 
thinking about God, and hearing about 
good things, was then all my comfort 
and has been ever since—I thought a- 
bout my countrymen, and the poor hea- 
then, and do still; hoping that God, 
will let me live to see them, that I may 
open my heart tothem. I trust that 
the Lord has done great things for my 
soul. Ihope he has taken away the 
old heart which | had and given me a 


heart of flesh---made me to love him--- 
caused me to understand a little of his 


holy word ; for these things I know not 
how to thank the Lord enough. 


SrerHen Porong. 
Cornwall, 1819. 


Practice of the Hindoos. 


The Rev. Mr. Ward, in a recent let- 
ter to a friend in England, gives the fol- 
lowing account of the shocking and un- 
natural practice of the Hindoos. 

** One tribe of Hindoos put te death 
its female offspring! a few were saved 
by the benevolent efforts of Col. Walker 
when in India; but since his return the 
very families among whom the horri- 
ble practice had ceased, have returned 
to the work of murder—not one sur- 
vives. In and about Benares infanti- 
cide is practiced to a horrible extent. 
Many mothere, in fulfilment of a vow en- 
tered into for the purpose of procuring 








first born! When the child is two or , 
three years old, the mother takes it to 
the river, encourages it to enter as tho” 
abont to bath it, but suffers it to pass in- 
to the midst of the current, when she 
abandons it ard sands an inactive spee- 
tator, beholding the struggles and hear- 
ing the screams of her perishing infant! 
AtSangor Island,formerly mothers were 
seen casting their living offspring among 
a number of alligators, and standing 
to gaze at these monsters, quarreling 
for their prey, beholding the writhing 
infant in the jaws of the successful ani- 
mal, and standing motionless while it 
was breaking the bones and sucking the 
blood of the poor innocent ! 
The Hindoo writings encourage per- 
sons afflicted with incurable distempers, 
to cast themselves under the car of Jug 
gernaut, or into some sacred river, or 
into a fire prepared for the purpose; 
promising such self-murderers that they 
shall rise to birth again ina healthful 
body ; whereas, by a natural death, 
they would be liable to have the disease 
perpetuated in the next and succeeding 
birth. Multitudes of lepers, and other 
children of sorrow, perish annually in 
these prescribed modes. Mr. W. Ca- 
Py was one morning informed that some 
people had dug a deep hole in the earth, 
not far from his own house, and had be- 
gan to kindle a fire at the bottom. He 
immediately proceeded to the spot, and 
saw a poor leper, who had been de- 
prived of the use of his limbs by the 
disease, roll himself over and over till 
at last he fell ito the flames. Smart- 
ing with agony, his screams became 
most dreadful. He called upon his fam- 
ily, who surrounded the pit, and entrea- 
ted them to deliver him from the 
flames : but he called in vain. His own 
sister, seeing him lift his hands to the 
side, and make a dreadful effort to es- 
cape, pushed him back again; while 
these relaiions were still coldly gazing 
upon the sufferer, he perished, endur- 
ing indiscribable agonies. 
Human sacrifices are enjoined in the 
books and made a part of the Hindoo 
superstition in very early times. The 
Hindoos speak of an instrument used in 
times not very remote, by which, with 
a jerk of his foot, a man lying prostrate 
before an Image might cut off his own 
head. An English officer assured a 
friend of mine, that he saw a Hindoo 
sacrifice himself in a boat ithe Gan- 
ges ; laying his head over the side of a 
boat, with a scimetar he aimed a dread- 
ful blow at his own neck ; and though 
he failed to sever his head from his body, 
he fell senseless into the river and per- 
ished. While the late Dr. Robinson, 
of Calcutta. resided at that place, 12 
men were: immolated at once, as 16 fe- 
males had been. Earthen pans were 
fastened to a stick tied to the waist. As 
long as these pans remained empty they 
kept the men afloat, but each man. with 
a cup, continued filling the pans from 
the river, and assoon as filled they 
dragged the victim to the bottom. 
—— ewww 

Superintend in person as much of 
your business as is practicabie, and eb- 
serve with a watchful eye, the manage- 
meot of what is necessarily committed 








me from that great burning. I wanted 


the blessings of children, drown their 


to the agency of others. 
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” Revivals, 


A revival has commenced in the con- 
gregation of Baskin Ridge, N. Y. ander 
the ministrations of Dr. Kennedy and 
Dr. Finlay. this congregation has been 
repeatedly favored by outpourings of 
the Holy Spirit. On the first Thursday 
of June last at a lecture were, the first 
movements “famong the dry bones ”°— 
The text was Rom. xiii. 12. 
discourse of terror and rebuke, deliv- 








It was a 


ered with a heart overburdened with 
sorrow at the sight ofso many wilful 
sinners. On the evenings of the sever- 
al Sabbaths following, the work appear- 
ed with a more marked character among 
the youth who crowded to the Bible 
class. The assemblies in the church 
began greatly to increase. The church 
was invited to meet, on a week day, 
for special prayer and humiliation. A 
small number attended. The subject 
discussed was,* Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain that they may live.” It was that 
day, agreed that the members of the 
church should each, in their closets, 
dedicate a portiun of time, morning and 
evening, to prayer for the influences of 
the Holy Ghost. On the Sabbath fol 

lowing an appeal was made to a crow- 
ded church on this subject, and the ques- 
tion put, Who will unite with us in the 
concert of prayer for ourselves and 
children ? In an instant it seemed that 
every member of the church arose, 
with many others, and with silent tears 
intimated their resolutions. A deepim- 
pression seemed tobe made on the youth 
from that hour The preaching of the | 
word seemed to come with power. The 
number of the awakened was increased 
under every sermon, and every week 
day lecture. 

Conferences were opened in six dis- 
tricts of the parish. About two hun- 
dred, on an average, attended these con- 
ferences. “What shall we do to be 
saved 2” was uttered by many a broken 
heart. There was a little “ animal feel- 
ing” manifested. It was a deep and si- 
lent grief. here was nothing frantic, 
there was no instance of a mind carried 
out of itself There wasno enthusiasm, 
there was no fanaticism. It exhibited 
a singular moral phenomenon :—not 
got up by any art or trick ; not effected 
by any play of eloquence. No cause can 
be assigned adequate to the moral ef- 
fects, short of the grace and omnipo- 
tence of God 

The more striking characteristics of 
this work are humility, self abasement, 
distressing terror declared to exist from 
a view of sin in a light never so beheld 
before, a deep sense of divine justice 
and an awe of it, hatred of sin, ardent 
longings alter deliverance trom it and 
thro’ the infinitely perfect atonement 
ef the Lord Jesus hrist alone, a frank- 
ess in approaching religioug conversa- 
tion, unaffected desires after instruction, 
unusual attention to secret devotion and 
the study of the boly scriptures, a re- 
markablg progress in knowledge, a zeal 
for the iniies of the reformation.— 

Besides nine er ten who attended the 
conferences, and who united themselves 
to the neighboring churches.one hundred 
andeight, were proposed as candidates 
Of these, 4 were admitted on certificate. 
104 came forward ; and having taken 
on them the vow of the covenant of 
their God, were received by solemn 
prayer into the fellowship of the church. 

The work is still going forward:a- 
mong those who were awakened. Con- 
ferences are stiil continued. 








A revival has commenced in Coventry 
village K. L. and appears to be progres- 
sing. Ata prayer meeting many tremb- 
ling sinners came forward earnestly so- 
liciting the prayers of God’s children, 
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cal work entitled “the Sunday Scholar’s 
Magazine, or monthly reward book,” devot- 
ed to the interests of sunday schools. It is 
an English work and is proposed to be re- 
published in this city by Mr. Ingraham, eu- 
perintendaut of the Salem-street Sunday school, 
a gentleman well known, for his indefatiga- 
ble zeal in promoting sabbath school instruc- 
tion in the Church of which he is a member. 
From the specimen we have seen, we think 
this magazine extremely well calculated to 
answer the end designed in its publication ; 
its style is perfectly simple and the subjects 
so treated as to be within the comprehension 
of juvenile minds ; while it amuses by its 
plain and familiar narrative, it, at the same 
time, instructs in the great and fundamental 
doctrines of the Christian religion. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from the prospectus. — 
** This work is attached to no particular com- 
munion, and it is not even known to what de- 
nomination the conductors belong. Its ob” 
ject is to promote the interests of sunday 
schools, generally : and it is hoped that no 
matter will be found in its pages, which will 
be objecticnable 
Christians.” 


to any denomination of 
If these objects are adhered 
to by the American publisher, he has our 
best wishes for his success. Books designed 
for the instruction of youth in the principles 
of religion, shouid be free from the dogmas 
of any particular sect or Cenomination of 
Christians ; let them be instructed in the 
plain and simple truths of the gospel. bni let 
them be at liberty to choose the christian so- 
ciety to which they would attach themselves, 
when arrived at years of discretion. It 
is too much an object with sunday school 
teachers, to make partisans rather than chris- 
‘was, which. in our opinion is highly repre- 
hensible. ‘These points, op which minds 
well matured have differed, should never be 
impressed on the ignorant and uninformed— 
nothing should be inculeated that is in any 
way gratuitous or doubtful. The scriptures 
give us no authority in these things, and the 
founder of our religion has given us ne ex- 
ample in the case. It was sufficient in the 
days ofthe Apostles that a man was of Christ | 
and not of Paul or Apollos. Sunday schools 
have been of incalculable advantage to socie- 
ty, and one of the mest important means un- 
der God of promoting His g ory and the in- 
terest of ‘he Redeemer in the world ; by this 
means, we myy in figure say, “ out of the 
very mouths of babes and sucklings He hath 
But we do not consider 
God’s glory promoted when these are made 
the instruments to build up a_ particular 
church or denomination ; we have done our 
duty when we have taught youth how to be 
christians, leaving the rest to the judgment 
of their own consciences. These are the 
principles on which the above work profes- 
ses to be conducted by the English publish- 
ers, and we have the assurance that the 
American edition will not be altered. On 
these considerations we cheerfully recom- 
mend it to the public as affording a rich 
source of juvenile amusement and instruc- 
tion and well calculated to lead the mind to 
the practice of virtue and piety, unshackled 
by sectarian principles. We conclude these 
remarks with our earnest hopes that the 
time may not be far distant, when Christians 
of every denomination wiil view each other 
as members of one common family, united 
to one common Head and employed by Him 
in one common work; when the spirit of 
proselytism, except to gospel principles, 
shall cease, and all envyings, and wrath and 
clamor and evil speaking shall be done away, 
and we shall be one in Christ, even as he 
and his Father are one. The sentiments of 
that truly eminent and good man, the Rev: 
Joun Wes ey, should be those of every 
Christian, of whatever name or denomina- 
tion. 

On the subject of an union with the min_ 
isters of the Church of England, he consid. 
ers that it would be impossible, in specula- 
tive opinions, or expression or outward order. — 
But these things being as they are, as each 
is persuaded in hisown mind, is it nota 
most desirable thing, that we should— 

**Remove hindraces out ofthe way. Not 
judge one another, not despise one another, 
not envy one another. Not be displeased at 
one another's gifts or success, even though 
greater than our own. Not wait for one 
another’s halting, mueh less wish for it, or 
rejoice therein 

Never speak disrespectfully, slightly, cold- 
ly, or unkindly ofeach other. Never repeat 
each ether’s faults, mistakes, or infirmities, 
much less listen for and gather them up.— 


perfected praise.” 





in thier behalf. 
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should love as brethren. 


other’s usefulness, either directly or indirect- 
ly. 

Is it uot a most desirable thing, that we 
Think well of and 
honor one another. Wish all good, all grace, 
all gifts, all success, yea, greater than our 
own, to each other. Expect God will an- 
swer our wish, rejoice in every appearance 
thereof, and praise him for it. Readily be- 
lieve good of each other, as readily as we 
once believed evil. 

Speak respectfully, honorably, kindly of 
each other; defend each other’s character ; 
speak all the good we can of each other ;— 
reccommend one another where we have in- 
fluence ; each help the other on inhis work, 
and enlarge his influence by all the honest 
means we can. 

This is the union which I have long sought 
after. And is it notthe duty of every one of 
us so todo? Would it not be far better for 
ourselves? A means of promoting both our 
holiness and happiness? Would it not re- 
move much guilt from those who have been 
faulty in any of these instances? And much 
pain from those who have kept themselves 
pure ? Would it not be far better for the peo- 
ple, who suffer severely from the clashings 
and cortentions of their leaders, whieh sel- 
dom fail to occasion many unprofitable, yea, 
hurtful disputes among them? Would it 
not be better even for the poor, blind world, 
robbing them of their sport, “ O they cannot 
agree among themselves?” Would it not be 
better for the whole work of God, which 
would then be deepened and extended on 
every side 2” 

The 79th annual conference of the Wesley- 
an Methodists, assembled in London, July 
Sist 1822, when 46 preachers were receiv- 
€d into full connexion with the conference, 
and were set apart to the full work of the 
ministry ; most of whom had laboured 4 
years or more in different circuits. There 
still remain on trial, $7 in Geat Britain and 
Ireland, and 39 in foreign stations ; the num- 
ber of local preachers received on trial, was 
27. In G. B. 12 preachers have ceased from 
itinerating in consequence of age or infirmi. 
ty, and several in Ireland. 3 were expelled ; 
and 20% 3 censured for violation of disci- 
pline. 


Members in G. Britain, 211,892 
te in Ireland, 22.718 
“ in foreign nations, 29,750 
Total under Uritish and Irish 
conferences, 264 360 
Number in U. States, 297,623 
Total in the whole world, ex- 
clusive of preachers, 561,983 


This estimate is made from the returns of 
the several conferences, it undoubtedly falls 
considerably short of the real number, as 
many professed Methodists have not attached 
them-elves to any conference. 

The Wesleyans :n Ceylon have completed 
the printing of the Pentateuch and Judges.— 
Ther translations are advanced as far as the 
2d book of Samuel. A Dictionary of Sin 
ghalese and English is completed and ready 
fur delivery, in 1 vol. octavo, of 642 pages.— 
One of their circuits extends 36 miles on the 
coast, and 60 miles into the interior, includ 
ing 5 chapels and 2 mission houses, 11 schools 
and 9 classes, with preaching in 4 languages. 
For these labors. they have 3 missionaries, 2 
of whom have precarious health. 

At the last anniversary of the London 
Home Missionary Society, an immense con- 
course of people attended. Three very large 
rooms were crowded to excess, and 30 min- 
isters and laymen addressed the meeting. ~ 
The society was formed in 1819; and has 22 
missionaries, who labor iti 159 villages, among 
a population of 80,000 souls, out of which 
they have about 15,000 hearers. Yet there 
remain,in their respective neighborhoods, 145 
villages, “ with an awfully ignorant popula- 
tion of 60,000 souls, where they either can - 
net gain access, or have not time to preach.” 
The society has established a mission to the 
Gypsves ; and. taken measures to accertain 
their routos, numbers, habits, &c.; and have 
paid some attention to the ignorant multi- 
tudes in the city of London. At Camden 
town it is supposed that in 16 weeks 15,000 
persons heard the gospel, by means of tent 
preaching, numbers of whom would probably 
never otherwise have heard it. The wick- 
edness of many villagesis represented as 
very flagrant; where sabbath breaking,cock- 
fighting, ball-baiting, quarreling, drunken- 
ness and lewdness, generaily prevail. The 
treasurer of the society writes that the ac- 
counts he had received of the. domestic mis- 
sionary operations and success in this coun- 
try had gladened the hearts of his’ brother. 
laborefs. He proposes that the United Do- 





Never say or do any thing to hinder each 


mestic Missionary Society in this country hold 








——————— eee 
their monthly prayer meeting for the spread of 
tbe gospel at home, at the same time with 
theirs, viz. the third Monday in every month 
There has been no extensive agreement in 
U. States to observe a day of prayer for this 
special object. We think, however, with the 
English trseasurer, that ** The Christians of 
both hemispheres meeting for mutual suppli 
cations atthe sa me time,would be a source of 
pleasure to us, and a delightful sight to our 
brethren in the skies,” 


There has been a revival in Haverhill, 
N.H. Itissomewhat more than 3 months 
since the commencement of the work; and 
itis hoped that it still continues. Belonging 
to the Rev. Mr. Powers’ Society, there are 
about twenty five who express a hope in the 
sii vation of Christ. During the summer and 
autumn past, there has been considerable at. 
tention to religion in the Methodist Soc.ety ; 
a number have been baptised. : 


The English Methodist Missionary Socie- 
ty enumerates 103 stations under its care— 
four in Europe—i7 in Asia—9 in Africa—75 
in the West Indies and British dominions of 
America; a few of these stations are not at 
present supplied—some others have two, 
three, or four Missionaries. Missionaries 
136. Ireland is not included in this list. 


The managers of the American Bible Su. 
ciety have appropriated five hundred dollars 
to aid the translation of the Scriptures at 
Serampore, and five hundred dollars {or the 
same purpose in Ceylon. 


FOR ZION’S HERALD. 


SHORT SERMON-—No. 3. 
BY V. D.M. 
Hosea, x. 12.— Jt is time to seeh the Lord.” 

The wickedness and vanity of the human 
heart are in direct opposition to that humili- 
ty and devotion required by the word of God. 
We are naturally inclined to love and prac- 
lice those things which are inimical to the 
spititual and eternal interests of the soul.— 
The present gratification of « sinful passion, 
or the momentary indulgence of a corrupt 
appetite, is very frequently prefered, to the 
lasting pleasures of religion. The heedless 
and inattentive sinner generally finds a sufii- 
cient number of vain excuses for his at- 
tachment to sin, and his negh ct of religion. 
He promises himself that to-morrow shall be 
as to-day, and that a more convenient time is 
yet to come. ‘ Whereas we know not 
what shall be on the morrow; for what is 
our life? it is even a vapour, that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 
Present duties should never be put off for a 
future time—for all our time has its duties, 
and those of time present. cannot be perform- 
ed in time to come, without leaving the 
present blank. 

* It is time to seek the Lord.” 

Ast. Show the necessity of seeking the Lord. 

This may be made to appear if we consid- 
er—First, the depravity of the unregenerate 
heart—Secondly, the commands of God; and, 
Thirdly, that it will be impossible for us to 
be saved, if we neglect this duty. 

1 We have all sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. The thoughts and imagi- 
nations of an unrenewed heart, are evil, and 
that continually. There is nothing in our 
nature but what is opposed to the spirit and 
practice of the gospel. We are inclined to 
evilas the sparks fly upward. Our minds 
are alienated from God, and so attached to 
sensual delights and worldly vanities, that 
we have little disposition to love the former, 
and less to forsake the latter. Yet the knowl- 
edge we have of our enmity to God, and the 
danger to which we expose ourselves, in 
consequence of our undue attachment to the 
things of time and sense, isa source of much 
sorrow and painful anxiety. Conscience be- 
ing enlightened by the true light that light- 
eth every man that cometh into the world, 
arms itself with the threatenings of the Divine 
Law, and corroborates, in the most forcible 
manner, the testimony of scripture. Also, 
every true child of God can witness that the 
“ carnal mind is enmity against God.” 

2. The commands of God are exceeding 
broad. They reach the thoughts and in- 
tentions of the heart, as well as to the exter- 
nal actions, and performances of the body.— 
No person can fulfil t.e law in.a proper man- 
ner, but by loving the Lord with alt the af- 
fections: of the heart, and serying him with 
all the strength of the body. And this cannot 
be done unless the heart be changed, and 
the affections sanctified. It is impossible for 
any person to love and serve God agreeably 
to the rules given for the government of his 
children, if he remainin:a state of unrecon- 
ciliation to truth and righteousness. The 
commands of God teach the importance of 
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our confessing and forsaking sin, in order to 
obtain mercy. And that we should seek 
the Lord that we may live. Live in a state 
of reconciliation with God. Now these in- 
structions and commands would never have 
been given, if they had not been necessary.— 
All God commands is necessary ; there- 
fore itis necessary to “seek the Lord.” 

3. This is the condition on which the Lord 
jias promised to be found and if this be not 
complied with,it will be impossible for us to 
be saved. For the justice of God will not 
admit of a sinners beirg saved without 
repentance. Our blessed Saviour came 
t » save sinners frem, and not ia, their sins.— 
Now if we live and die without repentance 
we must inevitably be lost. Then if these 
are the consequences of not seeking the Lord 
every one must be convinced that it is abso- 
lutely necessary. And that itis now high 

time to set about the work. 

Qdly. Show that it is now time to seek the 


Lord. f 
1. Because we have delayed this work 


much too long already. Instead of seeking 
first, the kingdom of Gud and his righteous- 
ness, as we have been directed; much time 
has been spent, in providing for the body, 
and but little attention has been paid to the 
soul. The mercies of God have been un- 
gratefully received, and w ickedly abused.— 
The day and means of grace have beemtreat- 
ed with the utmost indifference. Likewise 
the calls and invitations of the gospel have 
been despised and rejected. And the sol- 
emn voice of God’s providence, has soon 
been forgotten. Sometimes our hearts 
have been affected for a moment with the 
power of truth, but we have very generally 
conceaied our convictions and professed an 
aversion to the truths we have heard. Thus 
many of our opportunities for seeking the 
Lordhave past, and many of our Sabbaths 
have ended and we are not profixed. Still the 
great concerns of the soul are put off fora 
more convenient opportunity. The aged are 
promising themselves weeks, the middle- 
aged months, and the youth are flattering 
themselves that they shall have years But 
the Lord saith, ‘* Boast not thyself of to. 
morrow for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth !” It may bring forth Death! 
—Merciful God! am I prepared ? it is now 
time to seek the Lord. 

2. Because we have no more time than is 
strictly necessary for the work we have to 
do. If we survey our lives, we shall see the 
sins we have committed, and judge some- 
thing of the labor it will require to repent of 
them. This is a work that cannot be done 
ina moment. It will require much serions 
reflection and investigation, fully to under- 
And af- 
ter thisis done, great pai: s should be taken, 


stand the criminality of our actions 


in examining the ground on which God will 
forgive our sins, and accept of our souls.— 
We should then commence our labor, and 
heartily repent of all our sins. The lénger 
we neglect the work we have todo, the 
more difficult will it be for us to do it at all.- 
We have no time to lose. Should we begin 
how, we may escape with our life. But 
should we wait for the return of another sea- 
son, it may be too date 
to seek the Lord, 


For itis wow time 
** To-day if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your hearts.” 

3. Because now we may, bat hereafter 

may uot find. The summer of our merciful 
visitation will ere long be past. Our pro- 
bationary privileges will not always last.— 
But while the day and meansof grace contin- 
ue, we should improve them, while the gospel 
calls we should listen, while the Saviour 
invites, we should attend. For the Spirit 
will notalways strive with man. Our light 
will ere long become darkness if unimprov- 
ed.—Work while it is called day; for the 
night cometh, wherein no man can work. 
** Whatsoever thy hand fiadeth to do, do it 
with thy might, for there is no work, sor de- 
vice, ner knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
GRAVE, whither thou goest. 

Sdly. Speak ef the mannerin which we 
should seek the Lord. 

1. Being convinced that we have done 
wrong y transgressing the commands of God; 
and continuing so long in the ways of un- 
righteousness; we should approach the 
metcy seat under the deepest sense of our 
guilt ; and pray in the most earnest and con- 
trite maoner, to have our sins all forgiven. 
Our prayers and tears should be poured out 
before the Lord, until we hear the welcome 
voice,—“* Son or daughter, thy sins, which 
are many, are forgiven th@e.” These 
duties should not be performed under the 
idea of meriting pardon by them; but as cer- 
tain evidences of the sincerity of our hearts; 
in the work of repentance. 

2. Weshould forsake ourevil ways. If 
we are sure that the path we are pursuing, 
leads todeath, we should forsake it with- 











off our sins by righteousness, and our iniqui 
ties by turning to God” Let the wicke: 
wan forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him return to the 
Lord, who will have mercy, and to our God 
who will abundantly pardon. For whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh his sins, shall obtain 
mercy. 

3. We should believe in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, are the con- 
ditions on which the salvation of our souls, 
is offered, 
cure their happiness in any other way. Christ 


It will be impossible for us to se- 


must be received, as our only atonement 
and righteousness, * Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other: for there is no other name 
under heaven, given among men, whereby 
we can be saved.” ‘To him give all the 
prophets witness, that through his name, 
whosoever believeth in him, shall receive 
remission of sins.” Then, as this is the only 
source of pardoning mercy, “let us draw 
near to God, with a true heart, in full as- 
surance of faith,’ and believe, to the sav- 
ing of our souls. — 

Having briefly considered the necessity 
of seeking the Lord, and the time and man- 
ner in which this duty should be performed ; 
[ will now close with a short application. 
Itis time to seek the Lord. Many of our 
days, weeks, months, and years have gone, 
to return no more. The moments that 


remain should all be spent in seeking 
the Lord, and making a suitable prepara- 
tion for Death. For if these are permitted 
to pass away without improvement, we 
must die without hope. Butif we will at 
tend now,to the important concerns of our 
immortal spirits; we may obtain the Divine 
blessing, and fiad the happiness, which has, 
fora longtime been the object of our pur 
suit. In the possession of these, we shall be 
prepared either to live or die! / /— 


This is the (rme : 
This is the acceptable day: 


no more delay! 


Come in tMs moment, at his call, 
And live for Him, who died for ALL. 


AMEN. 


GENERAL COURT. 
WEUNESDAY, Jan. 29. 
SENATE. 


The committee on the subject of the law 








regulating elections, &c. reported a bill which 
was read and passed, and sent down for cou 
currence. 

HOUSE. 

Resolves on the subject of the division of 
Fastern Lands and the assignment of a cer- 
tain portion thereof to the State of Maine, 
were reported with amendments, and passed 
in concurrence, so amended. Sent up fof 
concurrence. 

A committee was appointed to inquire in 
to the expediency of altering or amending 
the act providing for the appointment of 
Specia! Justices of the Court of Se-sions. 

It was ordered, that the Hon. Messrs. Aus 
tin and Strong, with such as the House may 
join, be acommiittee to consider what further 
provision by law, if any, is necessary to pre- 
vent the sale of Tickets and drawing ot 
Lotteries Commonwealth. Sent 
down for concurrence. 

THURSDAY Jan. 30. 
SENATE. 

The Exchange Bank Bill—and the Brain- 
tree, &c. Fishery Bill—were paased to be en- 
acted. 

The Limited Partnership Bill was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 
HOUSE. 

The Exchange Bank Bill—and the Brain 
tree, &c. Fishing Bill—were passed to be 
enacted. 

The House resumed the consideration o¢ 
the bill for [Imprisonment for Debt, when the 
question, shall the bill pass to be engrossed ? 
was negatived—50 to 62. 

FRIDAY, Jaw. 31. 
SENATE. 

The bill relating to the House of Industry 

A bill in addition to the act establishing 
the City of Boston, passed to be engrossed. 

A billrespecting the Inspection of Gunpow- 
der passed to be engrossed as taken into a 
uew draft. 


in this 


HOUSE. 
The resolves on the subject of the State 
Prison was called up and the subject con- 
sidered. 

» SATURDAY. Fes 25. 

_ SENATE. 
Bills incorporating the Belvidere Manu- 
facturing Company; also, to change the 


so, relative to the fishery at West Cambridge 





out delay. A bare confession of sin is not 


enough ; we should depart from evil. ** B ‘¥ ' 


the name of the Boston Society of the New 
Jerusalem, was read a third time and com- 


name of the north parish of Bridge water ; al- 


HOUSE. 
A bill to incorporate a religious Society by 


mitted. 
Bills concerning the House of Industry 
in the city of Boston—also, to incorporate the 
Protestant Episcopal Society of St. Luke’s 
Church, in the town of Lanesboro’ - also, to 
prevent the destruction of fish in the Hook 
sick River,within the towns of Williamstown 
and Adams—passed to be enacted. 
MONDAY, Feb 3. 

SENATE, 
Ordered, That the committee on New 
Trials be instructed to inquire what altera- 
tions, if any, are necessary in the act reg- 
ulating appeals from the Court of Common 
Pleas, with leave, &c. Sent down for con- 
currence. 
The committee on the bill in further addi- 
tion to an act establishing Courts of Sessions | 
report that the same ought not to pass. The 
report was accepted, and the bill refused a 
second reading. 
The following engrossed bills passed to be 
enacted, viz: 
An Act concerning the House of Industry 
in the city of Bustoa. 
— to incorporate the members of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Society of St. Luke's 
Church, iu the town of Lanesborough. 
to incorporate the Hampshire aad Hamp- 
den Canal Company. 
— to prevent the destruction of fish in the 
Hooksick River, within the towus of Wil- 
tiamstown and Adams. 

HOUSE. 
Bills in addition to the act regulating the 
gomg at large of Sheep, &c.—respecting 
Sloops and Vesselsempioyed in the trans 
porting stone, sand and gravel, within this 
Commenwealth—-to authorize the sale of 
Parsonage Lauds im the North Parish in Ha- 
verhill, &c.—relating to state Paupo7s—pas- 
sed to be engrossed, 
The committee on the subject of the alter- 
ation in the laws respecting the powers and 
duties of Overseers of the Poor, reported a 
vill authorizing Overseers of the Poor to act 
as ‘suardains to Paupers,which wasread and 
arsigned for a second reading. 

TUESDAY, Feb. 4. 

SENATE, 
An act in addition on the subject of man- 
aging and drawiog Lotteries, passed to be 
engrossed. 
The Senate rejected a resolve reported on 
the petition of Mr. Hales, respecting a new 
map of the-State. 


HOUSE. 

The bill to regulate,the practice of Physic 
and Surgery, passed to be engrossed. 
The biil in addition to the acts for the 
more easy partition of Lands and other es- 
tutes, passed to he engrossed. 


NEWS? 


FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 


An answer tothe dispatches sent off to 
pain on the 2d of Dec. was expected at 
Paris about the 13th or 15th. The follow- 
ing are’said to be the propositions of France, 
to the government of Spain. 
‘1. The restoration of the King to his per- 
sonal freedom, without delay; tor it isnow 
distinctly understood, that he is ina state o! 

















confinement in his palace ef the Rotiro. 

‘2, The restoration of the King to his sov- 
ereigu rights. 

“3. Such achange in the Constitution o, 
Spain as shail give to the Nobles a great 
share of the power they possessed under the 
old regime. 

‘+4, The exelusion of the present Ministers 
from office, or, at least, most of the Heads 
of the different Departments. 

«5, An amnesty for all persons, of what- 
ever rank, engaged in the cause of the Re- 
gency. 

“6, A more strict regulation of the laws 
relating to the Press. 

“7. The possession of certain strong places 
on the frontiers of France, as a guarantee for 
the performance of any undertaking into 
which the Spanish Government may enter.” 

{RemarK.—lIf aH the continental powers 
combined are determined to assist France 10 
her illiberal, unjust and tyrannical project, 
Spain must iaevitably fall; but, if the con- 
test be left to France alone, the result wil! 
be doubtful. 
and well trained Generals, as well as soldiers. 
Bonaparte gave them a lessoa, in warfare, 


take this war, young NAPoLEon will eventu- 


of BourBoN annihilated. 





9 
ED 
waits afavou able opportunity to emerge 
from its lethargy with new and redoubled 
vigor. ] 

The latest advices from France, are to the 
12th December, by an arrival at Charleston 

from Havre. 

‘They give nothing decisive onthe subject 

of War or Peace; but confirm former ac 

counts of the continued augmentation of the 
French army on the Spanish border. They 
add, thatthe Duke d’ Angouleme would be 
appointed to command the army, with the 
Marshals Macdonald and Victor as advisers. 
This army, of course, will not advance into 
Spain, antil negociation has failed, and war 
declared, or definitively decided upon—— 
Most of the appearances in France and Spain 
certainly indicated’a rupture. 

The decision of the Congress of Verona 
on the subject was not publicly known; but 
the language and movements of the French 
Ministry showed that it would be favorable 
to any war measures which they might ulti- 
mately be compelled to adopt. 


1 























Presentment of Pupe Pius. 

The Grand Jury of Philadelphia, have pre- 
sented as an extraordinary act of arrogance, 
impropriety and presumption, a recent at- 
tempt of Pope Pius the seventh, so called, to 
interfere in the religious rights and temporal 
concerns of our country. 





The E.F. Herald states that during the 
past session not a single death had occurred 
among the inhabitants of St. Augustine by 
fever, 

A Society has been formed in Newbury- 
port, for the purpose of employing a perma- 
nent teacher among che inhabitants of the 
Isle of Shoal:. 








ERRATA. 


Page M1,col.1, 42d line fr. top, read If we all 
retain auNl ruminafe on the instructions with 
which we have been favored, Page 11, col. 
2, at the ¢nd of 8th line from top insert the. 
Do. do. 27th line fromtop, read Heaven for 
He ever—Line 32d read whom for who —37th 
read quickened for quicken—38th, read an for 


and 
SOT SLT OO NTE Pe OP 
DIED. 

In Bristol, (Me.) Dec. 18, Roper? M’ 
Kown, At. 22. His amiable manners, 
affectionate aud pleasing disposition gained 
the good will and esteem of all who knew 
him. 
The disease, which terminated in his 
death, was a consumption, by which he was 
attacked in January, 1822. He continued 
very dark and insensible to the concerns of 
his soul, until within about four weeks of 
his death ; about two months prior to this, 
he began to refl-ct seriously on his situation, 
had a deep sense of his state as a sinner a- 
gainst an Holy God, and viewirg the justice 
of God’s law in his condemnation, began 
earnestly to seek for mercy; eventually his 
fears were banished, his soul brought into 
the liberty of the gospel, and filled with 
peace, joy, and heaven. Tears of joy burst 
from his eyes as he raised them towards 
heaven ; it seemed as though he saw the 
Saviour, who was to him * the one altoge- 
ther lovely,and the chiefest among ten thou- 
sand. His happiness continued to increase 
daily, his views to eniarge, and he to ap_ 
pear like an inhabitant of the bright realms 
ot glory, commissioned to inform his fellow 
creatures of the glorious things of heaven, 
his conceptions, in this respect, were wou- 
derful, and almost indescribable. About a 
ortnight previously to his exit, he was bap- 
tized: After this he appeared to be more en- 
gaged in communion with hisSaviour. He ex- 
horted the family, and all who visited him, 
in the most earnest manner, to prepare to 
meet their God. He warned the youth a- 
gainst attending those places where the 
time is not spent in religious conversation. 
He died exulting ia his victory, leaving to 
his parent and friends a satisfactory evidence 
that their loss was his gain. 

* Jesus can make a dying bed, 

feel soft as downy pillows are, 

While on: his breast he lean’d his head, 

And breath’d his life out sweetly there.” 

At Lynn, onthe 26th Jan, Mr. Benj. Par- 
rot, aged 30 

At Westford, while on a visit, Mrs.Elizabeth, 

wife of Mr. Samuel Brown, Jr. of Maldea, 


Spain must have many skilful; aged 34. 


At Raleigh, William E. Roberts, Esq. 
At Philadelphia, Miss Ann P. only daugh - 


and they have not only studied but practiced | tet of Wm. Milnor, Esq. aged 23; Mr. Clee 
it. The probability is, if France do under-| ont Lee Bready, aged 41. 


At Albany, Moses J. Cautine, Esq. one of 


ally be placed on the throne, and the House | the editors of the Albany Argus. 
The same restless 
spirit which existed in France in 1792, only | ry, wife of Capt. William Henry. 


At Chester, Vt. 26th ult. Mrs. Fanny Her- 








—passed to be engrossed. 
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Upon our conversati 
ow, ; prayer made him very uneasy, 
Or rise above where unknown orbs may} 
glow, 
Fly far beyond the 














and he remon. 
God over alf blessed Serever, 


¥ Matchless praise to 


Stratrated against it, lest their People, hear. 
ing of it, should reprimand him. At length 
radiant light of morn, May your heart be suscepti- | 15 ot tend pada Bt 
Moredistant s1j1] where evening stars are € of love and esteem, an 
God over all, and Heaven’s eternal king, 
Who shall Presume th 


6h, burn with the zeal your father posses. 
His right hand there SUpports and Suides : 
















































were much affected, melted, and blessed 

4 8es. onvince the world that by your | and we parted rejoicing that We met in the 

you -_ ; new alliance you are desérving of our | name of the Lord Ever since my Interview 

Ane dks ane, na} And — all things Subserve his righteous favors, and never forget the ties which | with this es his remarks have had their 

f will. ~ ae Proper influence u 
Let thy pure light from revelation's page Turn then thy thoughts Within from whence | bind yomto honor and justice, 
Spread o’er my soul, and ali its Powers en. Proceed 
Sage; 
Hallow the 


Passions and the h 


View not With indifference the ex- 
The secret spr in 
To sing that God from wy 


& of the most secret deed; | tensive connexions you have formed, 

Ere the intent is form’d within thes but let universal ben 

Or wi Matur’d, he your conduct. 
whole. 

oO Seraphs, 


While we attempt his 


eart in flame, 
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10m €Xistence 


compreliends the 






evolence regulate n may have 
Exert your abilities in ", when go, 

: urning from 
it. But they new not what this Pious Qua- 
feer had said to me, 








Speak, and his power and m 


©, and the consequent con* 
¥ viction which yet habitually remains upoq 
your life My mind ; and which, I hope, will continue 
ajesty unfold. When o'er thy works thine eye, Cr eator Recal to your memory the ceremony | to influence My conduct to my life’s eng.» 
Your numbers, m, itud . roll’d, , Initiation - j “ Lady Henriet; 
tae i“ focal morte Stand All, all wa. 800d which thoy didst then be. | Of your IMtlation ; learn to bridle your ady netta 
His plastic energy the great first cause nike 





Of your existence, Goodness and lov 
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